
Infants 
 Find opportunities to repeat and add to your baby’s words or vocalizations.  “Dada! 

Yes, Daddy is home.  Daddy is ready to play with you!” 

 Pay attention to your baby when he/she tries to communicate with you.  If he/she 
coos, babbles, or points to something he/she sees, respond promptly with smiles, 
words, and actions.  If your baby points to a book, say the word “book” and hand it 
to him/her. 

 Make your own mobile with photos and the printed names of some of your baby’s  
favorite people and things.  Hang the mobile above the diaper changing area.  Each 
time you change a diaper, point to and name the objects or people in the photo or 
tell simple stories about them. 

 Play hide and seek with you baby by covering sponge letters or other ABC toys with 
a blanket.  “There’s a bump under the blanket . What can it be?”     
Encourage your baby to pull away the blanket to reveal the letter.  
Name and talk about what he/she has found.  That’s an A! You found 
the letter A!” 

Toddlers 
 Visit the library to borrow books with lots of rhyming words to read 

with you child.  Teach your toddler some new nursery rhymes such as 
“Humpty Dumpty” and “Baa Baa Black Sheep.” Spend time reciting rhymes with your 
child during car rides to the store or during other daily routines such as bath time.  

 Make up a silly tickle game wile naming body parts.  “Tickle, tickle must tickle… 
FEET!”  Let your child be the tickler and name where he/she will tickle you. 

 Provide drawing paper, crayons, chalk, non-toxic markers and paints, brushes, and 
recycled boxes and tape for your toddler.  Invite your child to create 
“masterpieces” as gifts for family and friends.  Help your toddler write names and 
titles for their artwork ro dictate their words onto the paper while reading it aloud 
as you write.   

 Look through a grocery store flyer with your toddler.  Ask him/her to point to the 
foods he/she wants you to buy on your next trip to the store.  Your child can cut out 
the pictures and words and then paste them on paper, making a shopping list you can 
use together at the store.  

Pre-school/Pre-K 
 Visit a pumpkin patch or the grocery store and let your child pick  out his/her own 

pumpkin.  Ask your child to describe the pumpkin he/she chose and explain why he/
she chose it.  As he/she draws a picture of the pumpkin or digs into its stringy     
center, ask questions about what he/she sees, feels, and smells.  

 How can you add make=believe to your child’s play?  Saying “Let’s pretend….” is one 
way to start.  If your child loves dogs, for example, you could say, “Let’s pretend to 
be dogs today when we play outside.”  Ask your child about what dogs do, where they 
live, what they eat, what sounds they make, etc. 

 Let your child make a paper pumpkin.  Encourage your child to draw a face on the 
pumpkin, name it, and then tell you a story about it.  Ask questions to help start the 
story.  Write down what our child tells you about the pumpkin ‘s adventures.  Read it 
back to your child.  

 If your child enjoys reading spooky books, invite him/her to help you write a spooky 
story.  Ask your child to draw the pictures and tell you what to write in the story. 

Literacy Corner 
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December 2020 
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Labor Day 
September 7 

 
Veteran’s Day 
November 11 

 
Thanksgiving 
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Christmas 
December 24 & 25 

 
New Year’s 

December 31—Closing 
at 3pm 

January 1 - 
  

 

FLU    
SEASON 

IS    
COMING 

 

Please            
remember to 

have your child       
vaccinated for 
the flu as early 

as possible.  



Parent Handbook Policy Highlight 

ProCare Connect 

All communication including daily updates, parent/teacher messaging, and inclement weather closings/
delays will be communicated through the ProCare Connect system.  Please make sure 
your have accepted the invitation and downloaded the app to your phone to receive 
messages and pictures/videos.   

Staff will post pictures/videos periodically and will provide daily information about your 
child.  There may be entry lapses on occasion due to the business of the classroom.  If 
you have a question about entries, please message your child’s teacher through the app as the person 
who may be assisting your child to the door may not be your child’s teacher and may not be familiar 
with your child’s day. 

If you need to speak with someone immediately, please call the classroom as ProCare messages may 
not be responded to at the time messages are sent.  Classroom numbers are listed below. 

Pre-K—919-587-9429     Preschool—919-587-9428   Toddlers—919-429-4224   Infants—919-587-9427 

 

COVID-19 

Temporary sanitation, safety, and exclusion protocols are in place for your child’s safety.  Please refer to 
the accompanying document for clarification.  

How Are Assessments Completed and Used to help my Child? 
Ages and Stages Questionnaire 

 A checklist completed by both the classroom teacher and parent.  Covers the areas of problem solving’social, motor, cogni-
tive and language development based on the child’s age. 

 Used to determine a child’s strengths and needs as well as goals and lesson planning  for the           
classroom.  May also be used for referrals to outside agencies if concerns arise from parent and     
teacher   

Creative Curriculum Developmental Continuum 

 A checklist aligned with Creative Curriculum Goals completed by the classroom teacher 3 times per year and covers the  
areas of social, motor, cognitive and language development.  

 Used to track child’s progress in development based on curriculum goals and developmental milestones.  

NEW!!  Speech Evaluation 

 Creative Academy is partnering with Venture Rehabilitation Group to participate in a free speech screening program       
entitled Step Up to Language and Reading.  Free screenings will be provided to identify areas of weakness in speech,       
language, pre-reading skills and motor skills.   

  Results of the screening will be shared with families.  If a child fails the screening, Venture Rehab will reach out to the     
family for further screening and possible therapy options  

Vision Screening 

 Creative Academy partners with the Goldsboro Downtown Lion’s Club to conduct free visions screenings. 

 Results of the screening will be shared with families to be taken to their child’s pediatrician or ophthalmologist.  

Referrals to Outside Agencies 

 Creative Academy works with several agencies in the community to support children's development.  Questions about    
outside agencies or resources should be directed to Brooke King (919) 587-9425. 

Question of the Quarter 



 
COVID-19 Protocols and Exclusion 

Safety and Health Protocols 

Entry and mid-day health screening and temperature checks for children and staff. 
Only staff serving children will be permitted in the building.   
Parents shall wear a mask and drop off and pick up their child at the front door.  Parents are not permitted 

in the building.  
Parents need to stand on the marked yellow X’s to keep 6 feet from others while waiting to pick up or drop 

off their child.  If all spaces are full, parents need to wait in their car until a space is available. Parents 
shall exit down the right side of the steps following the red arrows.  

The bottom of children’s shoes will be disinfected upon arrival. 
All staff and children shall wash their hands upon arrival and periodically throughout the day. 
All staff wear disposable surgical masks while on site.  
Children ages 2 and older are encouraged to wear masks.  Masks are washed daily.  
Commonly touched surfaces (i.e. –light switches, door handles, etc.) are disinfected 2 times per day. 
Classroom toys are disinfected at the end of each day. 
Staff are tested every 2-3 weeks for COVID. 
If a child becomes sick during the day, they will be separated from others in a separate room with a desig-

nated staff until the parent arrives.  

We ask that you call your child’s classroom or communicate with your child’s teacher via ProCare App if you 
have questions or concerns about your child.  Teachers are unable to engage in conversation in person at 
drop off and pick up to prevent other parents from waiting long periods of time. 

 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME IF THEY ARE SICK 
COVID-19 Exclusion Policy  

1. COVID Symptom with or without fever - 10 day exclusion or negative COVID test. 
2. Potential exposure to COVID-19 - 14 day exclusion 

3. COVID-19 Positive Case – 10 days after symptoms have started and the following questions can be an-
swered “yes.” 

Has it been at least 3 days since the person had a fever (without using fever reducing medicine)?  
Has it been at least 3 days since the person’s symptoms have improved, including cough and shortness of breath?  

COVID-19 Symptoms for Child Care 

 Fever of 100.4 or higher OR by subjective signs such as flushed cheeks, fatigue, extreme fussiness, chills, 
shivering, sweating, achiness, headache, not eating or drinking. 

 New cough 

 Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

 New loss of taste or smell 

 Vomiting 

 Diarrhea 


